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(8) Where the appropriate official of the 
Department, pursuant to the Department’s 
Freedom of Information Regulation deter-
mines that it is in the public interest to dis-
close a record which is otherwise exempt 
from mandatory disclosure, disclosure may 
be made from this system of records. 

(9) The Department contemplates that it 
will contract with a private firm for the pur-
pose of collating, analyzing, aggregating or 
otherwise refining records in this system. 
Relevant records will be disclosed to such a 
contractor. The contractor shall be required 
to maintain Privacy Act safeguards with re-
spect to such records. 

(10) To individuals and organizations, 
deemed qualified by the Secretary to carry 
out specific research solely for the purpose of 
carrying out such research. 

(11) Disclosures in the course of employee 
discipline or competence determination pro-
ceedings. 

[45 FR 30808, May 9, 1980; 45 FR 37426, June 3, 
1980] 

PART 6—INVENTIONS AND PATENTS 
(GENERAL) 

Sec. 
6.0 General policy. 
6.1 Publication or patenting of inventions. 
6.3 Licensing of Government-owned patents. 
6.4 Central records; confidentiality. 

AUTHORITY: 5 U.S.C. 301. 

SOURCE: 45 FR 30814, May 9, 1980, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 6.0 General policy. 

Inventions developed through the re-
sources and activities of the Depart-
ment are a potential resource of great 
value to the public. It is the policy of 
the Department: 

(a) To safeguard the public interest 
in inventions developed by Department 
employees, contractors and grantees 
with the aid of public funds and facili-
ties; 

(b) To encourage and recognize indi-
vidual and cooperative achievement in 
research and investigations; and 

(c) To establish a procedure, con-
sistent with pertinent statutes, Execu-
tive orders and general Government 
regulations, for the determination of 
rights and obligations relating to the 
patenting of inventions. 

§ 6.1 Publication or patenting of inven-
tions. 

It is the general policy of the Depart-
ment that the results of Department 
research should be made widely, 
promptly and freely available to other 
research workers and to the public. 
This availability can generally be ade-
quately preserved by the dedication of 
a Government-owned invention to the 
public. Determinations to file a domes-
tic patent application on inventions in 
which the Department has an interest 
will be made where the circumstances 
indicate that this is desirable in the 
public interest, and if it is practicable 
to do so. Department determinations 
not to apply for a domestic patent on 
employee inventions are subject to re-
view and approval by the Commis-
sioner of Patents. Except where 
deemed necessary for protecting the 
patent claim, the fact that a patent ap-
plication has been or may be filed will 
not require any departure from normal 
policy regarding the dissemination of 
the results of Department research. 

§ 6.3 Licensing of Government-owned 
patents. 

(a) Licenses to practice inventions 
covered by patents and pending patent 
applications owned by the U.S. Govern-
ment as represented by this Depart-
ment will generally be royalty free, 
revocable and nonexclusive. They will 
normally be issued to all applicants 
and will generally contain no limita-
tions or standards relating to the qual-
ity or testing of the products to be 
manufactured, sold, or distributed 
thereunder. 

(b) Where it appears however that the 
public interest will be served under the 
circumstances of the particular case by 
licenses which impose conditions, such 
as those relating to quality or testing 
of products, requirement of payment of 
royalties to the Government, etc., or 
by the issuance of limited exclusive li-
censes by the Secretary after notice 
and opportunity for hearing thereon, 
such licenses may be issued. 

§ 6.4 Central records; confidentiality. 
Central files and records shall be 

maintained of all inventions, patents, 
and licenses in which the Department 
has an interest, together with a record 
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of all licenses issued by the Depart-
ment under such patents. Invention re-
ports required from employees or oth-
ers for the purpose of obtaining deter-
minations of ownership, and documents 
and information obtained for the pur-
pose of prosecuting patent applications 
shall be confidential and shall be dis-
closed only as required for official pur-
poses or with the consent of the inven-
tor. 

PART 7—EMPLOYEE INVENTIONS 

Sec. 
7.0 Who are employees. 
7.1 Duty of employee to report inventions. 
7.3 Determination as to domestic rights. 
7.4 Option to acquire foreign rights. 
7.7 Notice to employee of determination. 
7.8 Employee’s right of appeal. 

AUTHORITY: E.O. 10096, 15 FR 391; 3 CFR 
1950 Supp.; E.O. 10930, 26 FR 2583; 3 CFR 1961 
Supp. 

SOURCE: 45 FR 30814, May 9, 1980, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 7.0 Who are employees. 
As used in this part, the term Govern-

ment employee means any officer or em-
ployee, civilian or military, except 
such part-time employees or part-time 
consultants as may be excluded there-
from by a determination made in writ-
ing by the head of the employee’s office 
or constituent organization, pursuant 
to an exemption approved by the Com-
missioner of Patents that to include 
him or them would be impracticable or 
inequitable, given the reasons therefor. 
A person shall not be considered to be 
a part-time employee or part-time con-
sultant for this purpose unless the 
terms of his employment contemplate 
that he shall work for less than the 
minimum number of hours per day, or 
less than a minimum number of days 
per week, or less than the minimum 
number of weeks per year, regularly re-
quired of full-time employees of his 
class. 

§ 7.1 Duty of employee to report inven-
tions. 

Every Department employee is re-
quired to report to the Secretary in ac-
cordance with the procedures estab-
lished therefor, every invention made 
by him (whether or not jointly with 

others) which bears any relation to his 
official duties or which was made in 
whole or in any part during working 
hours, or with any contribution of Gov-
ernment facilities, equipment, mate-
rial, funds, or information, or of time 
or services of other Government em-
ployees on official duty. 

§ 7.3 Determination as to domestic 
rights. 

The determination of the ownership 
of the domestic right, title, and inter-
est in and to an invention which is or 
may be patentable, made by a Govern-
ment employee while under the admin-
istrative jurisdiction of the Depart-
ment, will be made in writing by the 
Secretary in accordance with the pro-
visions of Executive Order 10096 and 
Government-wide regulations issued 
thereunder by the Commissioner of 
Patents as follows: 

(a) The Government as represented 
by the Secretary shall obtain the en-
tire domestic right, title and interest 
in and to all inventions made by any 
Government employee (1) during work-
ing hours, or (2) with a contribution by 
the Government of facilities, equip-
ment, materials, funds, or information, 
or of time or services of other Govern-
ment employees on official duty, or (3) 
which bear a direct relation to or are 
made in consequence of the official du-
ties of the inventor. 

(b) In any case where the contribu-
tion of the Government, as measured 
by any one or more of the criteria set 
forth in paragraph (a) of this section, 
to the invention is insufficient equi-
tably to justify a requirement of as-
signment to the Government of the en-
tire domestic right, title and interest 
in and to such invention, or in any case 
where the Government has insufficient 
interest in an invention to obtain the 
entire domestic right, title, and inter-
est therein (although the Government 
could obtain same under paragraph (a) 
of this section), the Department, sub-
ject to the approval of the Commis-
sioner, shall leave title to such inven-
tion in the employee, subject, however, 
to the reservation to the Government 
of a nonexclusive, irrevocable, royalty- 
free license in the invention with 
power to grant licenses for all govern-
mental purposes, such reservation to 
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